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Daily 
deaths 
to peak 
soon 

in Pa. 


By David Templeton 


Statewide COVID 19 mortal- 
ity isexpected to peak Thursday 
and Friday, with B8 deaths now 
projected ior each of thosedays. 

"That result comes from the 
University of Washington's 
COVID-19 model for daily 
dioaths and hospital facility re- 
quirements — including the 
faily need for hospital beds, in- 
fensiveeare unit peds and venti 
Intors. provides data for each 
state and nation. The model was 
treated by the university's m- 
Shute for Health Metrics and 
Evaluation, ar IHME, 

"All Malad, IHME adjunct 
professor of epidemiology and 
chiet strategy author for the 
team that eseated the proeram, 
Sid some states already are 
Past their ponk days for deaths 
and demand for hospital re 
Sources, including his home 
Stateof Washington, 

"This is very encouraging 
ews on many fronts," he said 
‘Soci distancing Is working 
and the other good news is that 
hospitals have been able to bet- 
ter manage the pandemic el 
‘ently with less deaths and peo- 
fle getting out of the hospital 
frierthanespeeted 

"The model was created as a 
planning tool for health of 
Elals, including the White 
House, to assess avaliable hospi- 
fal resourses, including total 
hospital and IU beds and venti- 
Jains. ts totals represent three- 
day averages. It sometimes fea 
tures dramatic peaks and val 
leys but accurately tracks 
trends over the period of weeks 
snd monte 

For Pennsylvania, IHME 
continues to predict more than 
2000 total COVID-9 deaths — 
Z005 tn beaet, 43 higher than 
the 1 at deaths it projected on 
April L On Tuesday, the state 
Department af Health listad SMi 
deaths with 25,315 confirmed 

But the projected totals 
Jumped dramatically in just one 
day- after mortality totals fom 
the weekend were included 1m 
the model. On Monday, the 
‘model said the peak in daily 
deaths would be 63 and total 
kath statewide woul be 1. 

Deaths throughout the state 
are expected to continue for the 
next 3B ays, the THME model 
shows. 

But the number will decline 
to only ane or hwo a day during 
the second week of May, with 
the final death projected to oc 
Biron May 21. 

Sintewide, the need for respi 
store and ICU beds also Wil 
pank ater this week but has not 
tren projected during the par 
demie to exceed statewide ca 
pacity 

“Alibough notably accurate in 
many projections, the model 
Tas reduced its projections for 
COViD-9 deaths nationwide 
from 81,000 people (through 
Taly) to its Tuesday projection 
‘of GALAI total deaths. But that 
projection on Tuesday was 
more than 7000 higher than the 
Monday projection, again ind 
cating more deaths over the 
Seekend than expected 

Reductions in original fore- 
casts have been linked, among 
bother reasons, to successful so- 
cial distancing, sheltering in 
place and timely closure of 
Schools and unnecessary bust- 
‘esis inmany states. 
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So Char oar Ga 


Robert Monis University student Zaithwa Gwaza, fom Malani, coud not afford a lastminute, 21-hour fight home 
once news of the COVID19 pandemse and stayathome orders brake. Mr. Gaza needed to be back in Pits” 
"sould not be alowed lo reenter the US. 


burgh by May anyway and feared he 


41 students with no other option: 
remain at eerily silent Robert Morri 


By Bill Schackner 


“Though most of his peers moved 
cf campus wok ago to weather 
the pandemie at home, Zaithwa 
Gwaza,a business student at 
Robert Morris University, had no 
choice but to hunker down in Bie 
Barm. 

snot just that home far him is 
in Malawi. a 21-hour fight he could 
not afiord om short notice, or that 
hed have no reliable internet ones 
there. Nar was it simply the risk 
hod unwittingly carry the virus 
with him tpa southeastern African 
nation so far largely spared eases 
Covipss. 

‘Beyond all that, he said, a sum- 
mer internship required he return 
fo Pitsbureh by May, and with 
loba! travel deteriorating, he 
fared he might not get baek into 
fhet S-in time. 

‘So he finds himself this week 
amang 41 students from as far 


away as India and Nepal and as 
tlase by as Somerset County, ali 
living on the largely empty Moon 
campus. They video chat with 
fiende, fale online courses and — 
în the case of Mr. Gwaza — ht 
temptation to binge-watch TV 
shows like “Billions” while adjust- 
ing to a suddenly isolated eris 

‘Make no mistake it could be 
worse. "Tm giad we avea place to 
stay” hesaid 

‘Gis college campuses, the siobal 
health emergency that emptied 
dorme mideemester has laid bare 
disparities among campus popula- 
tions, not Just in housshold ineome 
and family situations, but also 
ʻvailability of good internet and 
even the odds ol getting connecting 
fignis. 

Like other school, Robert Mor- 
risconsolkiated toe stdents nto 
‘single hall, giving them extra liv 
ing space for social distancing, 
while kicking in money and as 


slstanceto get other students safely 
bak home. 

“The exodus of nearly all of the 
university's 400 students was an 
adjustment or Mr Gwaza by his 
own account, an extrovert — who 
ie student government president 
and active in campus ministry and 
His fraternity. He sits in his cam- 
pus apartment taking classes an a 
laptop that his professors deliver 
remotely 

‘But basie needs including meals 
areprovided. 

“haves single mother. She was 
not too worril about me staying 
here,” sald Mr. Gwaza, 21. a Junior 
with a double major in economies 
and finance. “She's very religious 
and believes that Gad would ake 
areor me. 

‘Sara Chernicky, 21, a senior, 
said hor mother downsized the 
family home in Cambridge 
Springs, Crawford County, after 
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UV light 
studied as 
method 
to slow 
virus 


By Don Hopey 


As researchers race to make 
efective vaccines to inoculate 
against COVID 19, development 
few, better andi faster disin- 
fectant devices to slow its 
spread salso high priority. 

‘One of the brightest areas af 
that scientifi resenreh involves 
a spectrum of ultraviolet light 
lied "fa UVC light — that 
ills the virus but doesn't harm 
Pumans, 

Use of far- UVC lamps, which 
provide little ifany actual light, 
ould eventually allow treat 
ment of air and surfaces in 
many occupied indoor spaces, 
Including hospital rooms. That 
‘would greatly reduce the viral 
exposure far hospital patients 
fn medical personnel, and 
Speed sterilization of the rooms 
fd medical equipment, said 
David Brenner, a professor of 
radiation blophysies and dine 
tor of the Center for Rao 
fal Research at Columbia 
University in New York ity 

"What we have developed isa. 
particular UV wavelength re 
on, around 222 nanometers, 
Sc i as esti as conven: 
tional germicidal UV at killing 
Viruses and bacteria but is aleo 
Sate for human exposure” Mr. 
Brenner wrote in an email re- 
sponse to questions. "So it cani 
Be used! in occupied public 
spaces” 

‘Conventional, longer wave 
length ultraviolet light hasbeen 
used very effectively for more 
than a century to decontamt 
nate air, water and surfanes in 
[unoccupied indoor spaces. But 
it ean Cause cancer and cata 
Taris in humans ezposed toit. 
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NYC death toll soars past 
10Kin revised virus count 


By J. David Goodman 
‘and Wiliam K. Rashbaum 


[NEW YORK — New YorkeCity, 
already a world epientor of ths 
coronavirus outbreak. sharply 
îneruased its denth toll by more 
than 0 victims on Tuesday af 
ter ofieials said they were now 
including people who had never 
tested postive for the virus but 
‘Werepresumed tohave died oft 

"The mew figuros, released by 
the city’s health department, 
drove up the number of people 
killed in New York City to more 
than 10.000, and appeared to in 
crease the overall US. death 
fount by 17% to more than 
Eny 

‘The numbers brought into 
clearer focus the singzering tll 
{he virus has already taken on 
the largest city in the United 
‘States, where deserted streets 
are haunted by the near-con 
Stant howl of ambulance sirens, 
Far more people have died in 
New York City, on a per-capita 
basis, than in Italy — the har 
esthiteountry in Europe, 

"The revised death toll renewed 
focus on shortcomings in testing 
that have hamstrung city and 
‘Site official since the beginning 
ff the outbreak A limited nume 
br of tests have been available, 
and until now, only deaths where 
a person had tested positive were 
counted among those killed by 
The viras in New York. 

But for weeks, the health 


department also had been re- 
cording additional deaths tied to 
the virus, according to two peo- 
ple briefed on the matter. Those 
cases involved people who were 
presumed to have boon infected 
Breause of their symptoms and 
medical history. 

"They were not included in the 
counts given publicly by Mayor 
Bil de Blasio because no tests 
had confirmed that the victims 
hha the disease, COVED 19, 

‘Mr. de Blass decided, afier an- 
other round of briefings over the 
‘weekend to release the presump 
tive cases he people sald. Mosto 
the added deaths took place in 
hospitals, according to the data 
Others occurred in nursing 
homes or other longterm care fa 
cites and in residences. 

"In the heat of battle, our pri 
mary fens has been on saving 
liven” said Freddi Goldstein, the 
mayor's press secretary. “AS 
Soom as the se was raed, the 
mayor immediately moved to re- 
Jense the data. 

‘New York City appeared tn be 
amang a handal of places in the 
‘uny that are boginning to re 
Port cases where infection i pre- 
Samed but not confirmed. Con 
‘necticut Ohio, Maryland and Del 
avare ll besan reporting probe 
Bie cases this week, Ones Barbot, 
‘the New York City health commis: 

‘saitin an innerve. 


Seattlo—loeatians of early cases 


Wearing glasses and a face mask often means your glasses Tog up wth 
each breath, as PostGazette assistant managing editor for sports Tyler 


Batiste discovered Monday atthe P.G offe on the North Shore. 


5 tips to avoid foggy glasses 
while wearing a face mask 


By Joshua Axelrod 


‘The world has been fared to 
make Lifestyle changes large and 
smali during the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. So where do foggy eye- 
glasset in? 

‘Since the Centers for Disease 
‘Control and Prevention began rec 
ommending that folks wear cioth 
ice masks in publie places, people 
‘With glasses have learned the hard 
‘Way that these masks cause thelr 
gasses to fog up just about every 
ime they exhale. While not a ma 
Jor issue, irs quiteannoying. 


TE AGERE 


Luckily for the bespectacled 


among us, there are ways to pre- 
‘ent condensation on your glasses 
‘while still fllowing the CDC's 
uldelinas on how to propery wear 
fice masks. Ifyou ether have per. 
fect vision or weir contacts, more 
power to you. For the rest af us, 
Bere are afew methods to belp you 
maintain a clear view while wear 
ing glasses and a face maske 
Soap and water 

‘Doctors were om the front lines 
ofthis solution long beare the eor. 


fnavirus pandemic as they wear 
ficemasks every day. They hgured 
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Onine today: As our regon confers the COVIDS9 


pandemic, we want io hear about those stepping up N 
t help. Shae at his ort h/FndTheHelpers | 
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